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Introduction
Buddhism and Sikhism, seemingly different religions but all share a common genesis, Hinduism. How are they similar to the mother faith? How have they deviated from the path? In this essay, I am going to examine the similitude and contrasts of these three doctrines.
Buddhism, Sikhism, and Hinduism
Hinduism, a faith dating back to four thousand years ago, according to many scholars, was founded in the Indus valley, Pakistan when the Persians invaded the region. The religion holds in reverence three forms of God. Vishnu who is the sustainer, Shiva, the destroyer and Brahma the sovereign one and sole creator. Reincarnation is a vital aspect of the Hindu faith. It is the religious belief that one starts a new life again in the event of biological death. Another significant concept in the Hindu faith is karma summarized as course and effect. According to karma if an individual practices good deeds, then good will be done unto him and the contrary is true. According to the faith, when one does virtuous actions, they will enter Nirvana where they shall dwell with Brahma. However, if a person is evil, he will continuously be reincarnated, and his chances of going to nirvana will be getting slim. The Hindu believe in the caste system where their occupations rank believers. The highest rank is the Brahmans, the priests, and leaders, then the Kshatriyas, who were the soldiers, followed by the Vaisyas and Sudras and lastly the Harijans who were the outcasts. Among the Hindu children are named upon being born, and after death, the body is cremated. The ashes are scattered ceremoniously in the Ganges. 
Buddhism traces its roots directly back to Hinduism. Whereas no particular founder of Hinduism can be identified, Buddhism was founded by a Prince, Siddhartha Gautama. It is believed he was born through Immaculate Conception in 500 B.C. On his path to enlightenment he underwent a lot of physical and spiritual testing from staying for days without food to being tempted by the devil. He was in pursuit of wisdom and one day under the tree of enlightenment he became Buddha. Thus the Buddhist faith came to life. Buddhists, just like Hindu, do believe in Nirvana, though not as heaven but rather as a state of enlightenment and being one with Buddha. To Buddhists, however, Buddha is the epitome of spirituality, and no God exists. Buddhist unlike the Hindu, believe in four noble truths and the eightfold path. However, they do agree on karma dharma and reincarnation.
Sikhism was founded by Guru Nanak, later in the fifteen hundreds. He challenged the Hindu beliefs and did not accept the trinity of God and incarnation. It is said that one day God revealed Himself to Guru when he went to take a bath by the river and that he, Guru became enlightened afterward. From then henceforth Guru spoke of one God whose name is Truth, the sole immortal creator in contrast to Hindus who believe in three forms of God. The Sikhs have a unique tradition, tying the turban which is considered a sign of wisdom. The practice does not exist among the Hindu. Marriage for Sikhs is so sacred that interreligious marriages are not allowed neither are divorces. Upon death, just like the Hindu Sikhs are cremated and their ashes disposed of in the nearest river or ocean.
Conclusion
In summary, Buddhism and Sikhism, appear to be novel doctrines though they have some traditions to Hinduism. It is to be noted however that the three acknowledge the existence of a higher power and the love for humanity.
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